
In association with Feilding and Districts Community Archive 

The Chronicle 

Volume 7 

Issue 22 
August 2022 

  KAFFIR LIMES 
At a recent smoko, 
fruit from a Kaffir lime 
tree, growing and  
fruiting  abundantly in 
a Feilding garden, was   
produced. 
The Kaffir lime also 
known as Makrut lime 
(Citrus Hystrix) is   native to  tropical areas of 
Southeast Asia and southern China. The leaves 
and fruit are  aromatic and the leaves, more 

than the fruit, are used in Asian cuisine such as stir fries, 
curries, and soups. The double leaves are the shape of an 
hourglass. 
This lime is a small, astringent fruit with a thick, gnarled, 
skin and strong-smelling zest. On the tree the fruit is        
coloured green but when picked soon turns yellow. The 
fruit stores well left on the tree.  
When used in moderation together with a combination of 
sweeter, juicier limes, lemons and other citrus such as     
oranges, a palatable marmalade can be made. Kaffir    
limes should be grown in a sheltered situation with good      
drainage, sunshine and protection from frost until well    
established. They may also be grown in pots if kept well 

drained and 
in a sunny 
spot.  
 
In an ideal situation they 
will grow up to four       
metres tall.  
 
Beware of the strong 
spikes up to 3.8cm long. 
Add a squeeze of Kaffir 

SOMETHING CURIOUS FROM SMOKO  
In recent months a  variety 
of car jacks have been 
shown at Smoko sessions.  
Here is one, a Weed Chain 
Jack, touted as 'The Jack for 
Jill', being suitable for use by 
‘the Lady Driver ‘or even  
children to operate.  This  
curious device is operated 
by pulling on an endless 
chain to raise and lower the 
vehicle.  It is from a           
collection of jacks, owned by 
Gary Miller and is currently 
on  display in the Vintage  
Machinery Club  section of 
the museum.  Other  models 
on display are operated by 
turning handles or pumping          
actions to work either a 
ratchet system or hydraulic 
pump. 
A basic task with many      
interpretations. 

RECOLLECTIONS, video showings to date: March, Dropping 

in on Len Gray: April,Waiata Memories: May, Brian Hunter’s 

story: June,’On Your Marks’ Cliff Simpson’s story and    

Mangaweka Bridge (Steve & Mary Bielski video) Repeat 

showings may be arranged on request. 

RECOLLECTIONS  Tuesday August 2nd 

2.45pm Audio Visual Tom & Gwen Stoneley                 

Tea/ Coffee          Gold Coin Donation to Museum. 

Trialing a larger font as requested.  Feedback please. 



The New Zealand Dairy Farmers Union established a dairy 
factory in Bunnythorpe in 1893. Joseph Nathan had a   
general trading company based in Wellington and he was 
buying up acres of Manawatu land. His company purchased 
the factory and began the first dried milk operation in New 
Zealand in 1904. The company survived a devastating fire 
in 1906 and a second, later attempt at sabotage. Two    
suggestions for these actions were the Jewish ownership 
and another, a dislike of Nathan’s operation by the      
farmers.  
Glaxo became the brand name for their baby milk product 
and Glaxo Laboratories was formed in 1937. The        
Bunnythorpe factory continued operating until May,1974, 
when Glaxo centred all their production at Botanical Road, 
Palmerston North and closed in 1995.   
From small beginnings the name ‘Glaxo’ has become a 
world leader in the production of pharmaceuticals.             
Amalgamation with other pharmaceutical producers has 
meant several name changes. 1995 Glaxo became Glaxo 
Wellcome and in 2000 Smith Kline Beecham joined and the 
company became Glaxo Smith Kline. 
In 2019 Pfizer formed a franchise with Glaxo Smith Kline 
(abbreviated to GSK in 2022).  The amalgamation aim was 
to create a ‘Premier Global Consumer Healthcare’.  When 
the world pandemic of 2019 began Pfizer provided a     
vaccine to provide ‘herd immunity from Covid 19 for most 
New Zealanders.’ 
GSK’s mission is ‘to improve the quality of human life by 
enabling people to do more, feel better and live longer.’ 
This month GSK is selling off the ‘Consumer Healthcare 
business’ to a new company ‘Haleon’. The ever-changing 
dynamics of big business. 

 Anderson engine driving 

the pump. 

   PHOTOS  COURTESY BRIAN SCHNELL. 

   ON  THE FARM, CAMPBELL ROAD , BUNNYTHORPE. 

Piston rings from the 

engine discovered when 

cleaning the floor. 

Brick lined well 20 metres deep 

by 12 metres diameter. 


